“Again With The Waiting?!”

Dr. D. Jay Losher, Jr.
6 November 2011 + Crosspoint Presbyterian Church
Matthew 25:1-13 + wise and foolish bridesmaids

A nsel Adams, the great

photographer of the Southwest,
created what is considered by many to
be one of the greatest photographs of
all times: “Moonrise, Hernandez, New
Mexico.” 1 have a copy on our living
room wall. Meditating on it always
helps me to clear my mind and focus
on the deeper things of life.

I love this photograph — mysterious, enticing, compelling — white
gravestones glowing in the foreground; an adobe church, the sacristy
protruding towards the camera; shimmering stripes of clouds; ink black
sky; a phosphorescence full moon. Like so many good things in life this
wonderful photograph was almost an accident — an opportunity to be
grabbed or lost. | have stood at the exact point where Ansel Adams
stood but could not possibly take that photo — the conditions came
together once and only once.

In October 1941 Adams was returning to Santa Fe after an
exhausting day with little to show for it. From the highway, Adams
happened to look East as the sun was setting and the moon rising.
Quoting him:

N "[I] saw an extraordinary situation - an
inevitable photograph! I almost ditched
the car and rushed to set up my 8 X 10"
camera. | was yelling to my companions
to bring me things from the car...l had a
clear visualization of the image I wanted
but...I could not find my exposure meter!




The situation was desperate: the low sun was trailing the edge of
clouds in the west, and shadow would soon dim the white
crosses.” He felt at a loss to guess the correct exposure, but
suddenly realized he knew the luminance of the moon and quickly
took the shot.'

W hile it is common for most other photographers, it was not in

Ansel Adam’s modus operandi to ever require a second shot.
Most photographers even professionals take a whole series of shots to
obtain just one good picture. Think of fashion photographers who just
hold down the shutter — flash, flash, flash, flash - taking hundreds of
shots to get a single one with that perfect expression. That is not Ansel
Adams’ way at all.

Ansel Adams was once asked “How many photos do you take to get
one good one?” Adams’ honest answer: “One.” He could do that
because he was always ready, always prepared.

At sunset along that deserted highway in Hernandez NM, Adams
knew this was a once in a lifetime opportunity. Just seconds after he
clicked the shutter, the light changed; the sun moved below the horizon
and the glow on the gravestones disappeared. The moment was gone —
but he had the photo because Adams was ready. His rigorous and
meticulous attention to detail in preparation paid off in spades. Adam’s
philosophy of photography is simple: “always be ready.”

Jesus would agree. In fact that is the exact purpose of his parable
today. There are indeed once in a lifetime moments which never repeat
themselves. Photography of natural events gives an example. It is the
same in life, the same in faith. Jesus’ counsels us: “always be ready.”

N othing is haphazard in any of

Jesus’ parables. Jesus chooses his
examples carefully. His choice of the
bridesmaids is excellent for his purpose.
The lot of the bridesmaid is not easy —
certainly much harder than that of the
groomsmen.




The wedding guests can easily forget their gift until the last minute,
but the bridesmaids’ role is attention to detail. They have lists and lists
of lists. As a bridesmaid, you must have control of even the tiniest of
details, everything is critical, and you must make sure they all get done
on schedule — not just the dresses but the fittings, the shoes, the
jewelry, the hair, the decorations, the church, the bulletins, the flowers,
the hall, the food — everything has to get done, nothing can be left to
chance. Every woman who has been a bride or a bridesmaid knows well
how much the bride depends on her attendants — the groomsmen
basically just have to show up with their tuxes ready.

Talk about the bridesmaids being prepared, at our wedding in
August, one bridesmaid Kimberly Davis put eight umbrellas in the car
at the rehearsal in case anyone needed one. Another attendant, Susan’s
sister Mary, made Susan drink out of a sippy cup with a gigantic bib so
as not to mess up the dress. Such is the role of the good bridesmaid,
the well prepared bridesmaid, the wise bridesmaid — a bridesmaid like
Jesus commended — attention to every detail, including making sure
there is more than enough oil for the lamps to burn all night if needs be
to light the way for the groom to find the wedding hall.

Then there are attendants who don't pay enough attention to details.
Cere Caudill tells of the person assigned to bring the flower girl's dress
who forgot it. That would fall under the category of Jesus’ foolish
bridesmaids — not prepared enough — not enough attention to the
details assigned to her.

Yet that is merely an easily solved problem compared with celebrity
weddmgs' Don't get me started. Recently Kim Kardashian and Kris
Humphreys announced they are divorcing
— after only 72 days together! Remember
their wedding. It was over-the-top, a
$10M televised affair. What a waste!
One wonders if the emphasis is where it
should be - on the building of a
relationship or whether it is on the look-
at-me, narcissistic spectacle.




O ver the years | have performed at least a hundred weddings.

The stories 1 could tell you!! Someday I may write a book. Just as
we observe at celebrity weddings, at regular weddings | am surprised
about how many attendants get so wound up in planning the fun and the
parties, so wound up that they neglect the main point of it all. For so
many the bachelor and bachelorette parties seem to be their main focus,
the drunken bacchanalia takes most of their attention.

As | unfortunately anticipated at one of my cousin’s weddings, the
bachelor and bachelorette parties far outshone the wedding itself —
booze, stripper and all. The ringleader was of all people, my uncle —
father of the groom! | was embarrassed and disgusted and quickly
found excuse to leave. Now as a minister, | never get invited to those
parties and I am the happier for it. At the wedding itself, they drag in
hung-over and dazed, bride and groom included. What is the point?

U The point of a wedding: duh, the wedding of coursel!
U The point of Jesus” wedding parable: the groom of course.

At the moment that really matters, the foolish maids do not have
their minds on the bridegroom but on the oil. They may have said "yes”
to Jesus sometime in the past, but
when the moment of
consummation comes, they are
somewhere else. Their attention
may have been on the fun, the
festivities, the party; their focus
may have been on the spectacle;
but what it wasn’t on was the
bridegroom. They didn't keep
their eye on the prize, but were distracted by the superficialities of
Christian discipleship and missed the main event. You know folks like
that, who are drawn into the church for all the wrong reasons.

Even Christian preachers and leaders of the church can get
sidetracked, and often do. There are so many Christians who get
absorbed in trying to divine the endtimes or get wound up in the newest
evangelism fad or social justice cause or theological controversy. As



important as these are, they are not the prize, they're not the main
event. It's all about Jesus — all about the bridegroom and not about the
guest list, secret password, party favors or liturgy at the ceremony.

W e don’t like the idea of judgment. We rebel against the idea

that we will be held accountable for the Quallty of our faith, about
whether we are ready when the
bridegroom arrives. There are so
many distractions in life and it is
easy to forget the point of it all and
to focus instead on the
nonessentials. It is easy to forget
that it all about Jesus, all about the
bridegroom.

At the last day, we don't like the
idea of being a day late and a dollar
short — of being stuck outside - Sl
looking in at the great marriage feast of the Lamb. We assume we are
the ones on the inside. But we may be wrong. Good chance some of
us, maybe all of us, will be those outside saying "LORD, LORD let us
n.” What can we do today to insure we will be on the inside when that
great day comes?
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The criterion for selection is not exactly clear from this text, that is,
Jesus does not define for us what the oil
| represents in the parable. Some
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from Matthew which makes it explicit, a
parallel text about those outside wanting to get into God'’s feast. From
late in the Sermon on the Mount we read:

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my



Father in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many deeds of power in your

name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go
away from me, you evildoers.” [Matthew 7:21-23]

here are indeed once in a lifetime moments which will never
repeat themselves — Jesus’ return and the great marriage feast of
the Lamb is certainly one of them.
Ansel Adam’s philosophy of
photography is simple: “always be
ready.” Jesus’ philosophy of life and
faith is equally simple: “always be
ready.”

Faith is not enough, as important
as faith is. Walking down the aisle
and accepting Jesus as Lord and
Savior as important as that is, that
enough to be standing outside yelling

“LORD, LORD let me in.”

Right doctrine, splitting hairs over belief, is not enough. Searching
scripture and attempting to divine when Jesus will come again, treating
God's words as if they were a crystal ball, is not enough, indeed totally
misdirected. Neither is it enough to say the right words in worship, to
sing the songs we deem right in worship, to construct the right liturgy
None of these will save us.

A life of good deeds aren’t enough — even awe-producing and
miraculous deeds done in Jesus’ name — those are not enough to get us
into the kingdom of heaven either. Faith, hope and acts of love are all
good, but not enough.

Foolish maids chase after these things. The wise maidens chose to
act on what they can influence (whether or not they have oil) rather than
worry about what they cannot determine (the bridegroom’s time of
arrival).” We are advised to do the same.



What is enough? God's grace is enough. The only thing we have
control over, the only choice we have is how we will respond to God’s
grace. The only criterion, the only question to be asked of us on that
great and final day is: “"have you done the will of the Father?” Our
intention is the critical Question.

Did we keep our eye on the prize?
Did we focus everything on the bridegroom and not on the
festivities?
Did we seek first God’s plan for our lives and for the world
and let everything else slide? Did we?

A corollary to Ansel Adam’s

admonition about preparation is a
second philosophy which served him
equally as well: “always be patient.” For &
his photos of Half Dome he was willing to &%
set up his camera and then wait all day £
until the light was perfect. He had no
problem taking a single photo in a whole
day, but it was always the perfect one —
worth the wait.

Jesus counsels patient and ready waiting for his return.

Wise faith is needed. Much needed.
Patient faith is needed. Most needed.
Good works are needed. Most necessary.
Faithful and obedient disciples are needed, but all
these are not enough on our part.
For our part what is enough to insure our entrance into the great
marriage feast of the Lamb is ready oil in our lamps:
A true relationship with God which puts God's dream for
humanity first in our lives.
Doing the will of the Father.
That is what gets us into the wedding feast of
the Lamb.



